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Alex Eve


aeve@jankowskico.com


Jankowski Co.


570 Kirts Boulevard, Suite #202


Troy, Michigan, 48084





Alex,








Thank you for expressing interest in the 5th Annual Metro Health Grand Rapids Marathon Kids Marathon. I have enclosed summary of last year’s kid’s marathon for your review.





As we discussed on the phone, we’d like to have you there for the day of the kids race, in addition to having a lot of entrants from your school.  








We’re excited to build on an already successful event by extending the program to more children in all parts of the Greater Grand Rapids area, and increase participation from 400 to approximately 750 kids. Like a real race, “training” for the Kid’s Marathon starts the first week of September, so our plan is to begin marketing the Grand Rapids Kids Marathon earlier in order to get the word out about the fall program before children leave for summer break. 





Partnering with the West Michigan Academy of Environmental Sciences sounds like a good fit.  As we discussed, we’re proposing the following:





Sponsorship contribution of $500 - $1000


Booth presence in the big tent on the day of the race, Saturday, 18 October 2008, with some kind of demonstration/hands-on.


Link on the grandrapidsmarathon.com


Name and logo included in promotional materials 


Including a “stuffer” in the race goody bag


And, of course, as many of the kids from your school in the race as possible.





Please contact me any time to discuss any further ways that we might partner together on this exciting event.





and the adventure continues....








Don Kern


Race Director


Metro Health Grand Rapids Marathon
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1ST Annual Kids Marathon (2007)


The 1st Annual Grand Rapids Kids Marathon was a huge success! Nearly 400 children turned out in the chilly, wet weather to fulfill their training and become true marathoners.


 


Since the beginning of September, these great kids ran or walked one mile, three times a week and tracking their progress towards 26.2 miles in their own Kids Marathon logbook. On October 27, they ran their last 1.2 miles on the racecourse. Griff from the Grand Rapids Griffins and Blitz from the Grand Rapids Rampage were out to cheer the kids on as they crossed the finish line. All runners received a Grand Rapids Kids Marathon performance t-shirt, medal, temporary tattoo and finisher certificate, courtesy of Gazelle Sports, Highland Group and the Metro Health Grand Rapids Marathon.


 


In addition, they received special goodies in their race packets and refreshments at the finish line from Metro Health, Priority Health, Family Fare Supermarkets, Clif, Yoplait, Great Harvest Bread Company and Chiquita.


 


Metro Health Sports Medicine and Life EMS were on hand to provide medical attention. (Luckily, none was needed!) And we received volunteer support from Kent County Girls on the Run, Americorps and Alternatives in Motion. 


 


Residence Family Medicine (through St. Mary’s The Wege Institute) and Kent County Medical Society Alliance Foundation provided much appreciated financial support. 


 


Publicity for the event was supported by Maranda on Wood TV 8, grnow.com, and public service announcements on 105.3 HOT FM and WOOD Radio.


 


A special thanks to the David D. Hunting YMCA, which hosted the event. 
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Event Overview


The steps to a healthy lifestyle are as easy as 1 – 2 – 3!


 


1.     Children register for free, online or through participating schools, businesses and community organizations.


2.     Beginning September 1, 2008, three times each week, they run or walk one mile with a parent or family member. Progress is tracked in a free logbook and children are encouraged to eat lots of fruits and vegetables to keep strong!


•        8-12 year olds: Invite a parent or another family member to join them.


•        6-8 year olds: Split the mileage with their mom, dad, older sibling or grandparent.


•        0-6 year olds: While they may be too young to participate, they are welcome to come with their parents on Race Day — in strollers or on foot — and run or walk on the race course!


3.     By Race weekend, the children will be ready to run or walk the last 1.2 miles on the Official Grand Rapids Marathon Race Course.


·       Registered runners receive an official race bib


·       Finishers receive a medal and certificate


·       All participants will be eligible for post-race refreshments


 


Using this approach, we hope to promote physical activity and wellness well beyond “race weekend” and help people make positive changes that they can continue for a lifetime!
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